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SUBJECT: BRITISH AIRWAYS HIJACKING 

1. FOLLOWING ITEM DATELINED AMSTERDAM MARCH 7 APPEARED IN 
ANP NEWS BULLETIN THIS MORNING: 

2. "THE HAARLEM COMMITTING JUDGE, MR. J.J. MATTHIJSSE, 

TODAY ORDERED THAT TWO YOUNG ARABS BE HELD IN CUSTODY FOR AN 
INITIAL PERIOD OF SIX DAYS ON SUSPICION OF HIJACKING A 
BRITISH AIRLINER TO AMSTERDAM AND SETTING IT ON FIRE LAST 
SUNDAY. 

3. "THE TWO ARABS, WHO WERE ARRESTED AT SCHIPHOL AIRPORT, 

HAD EARLIER APPEARED BEFORE THE HAARLEM PUBLIC PROSECUTOR, 
MR.J.J. BREDIUS, FOR A PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION. 

4. "MR. BREDIUS TOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE THAT THE TWO MEN, 
23-YEAR-OLD AHMAD NURI AND 21-YEAR-OLD SAMI HUSSEIN TAMIMI, 

HAD APPEARED TO BE VERY CALM AND COLLECTED. THEY SEEM TO 
REGARD THEMSELVES AS SOLDIERS, TRAINED FOR A MISSION. THEY 
HAVE COMPLETED THEIR ASSIGNMENT AND FOR THE REST THEY ARE NOT 
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5. "THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR EMPHASIZED THAT WHAT HAPPENED 
TODAY WAS MERELY A CONTINUATION OF THE JUDICIAL INVESTIG- 
TIONS. IN REPLY TO QUESTIONS HE AGREED THAT IT WAS STILL 
POSSIBLE— 'AT LEAST IN THEORY'- THAT THE CASE MAY BE SET 
ASIDE. 

6. "ASKED ABOUT THE POLITICAL MOTIVES OF THE HIJACKING. HE 
SADI THIS MIGHT BE OF IMPORTANCE WHEN THE CASE IS TRIED IN DUE 
COURSE, BUT THAT SUCH MOTIVES WERE NOT TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT 
DURING THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIONS AND IN PREFERRING THE 
CHARGES AGAINST THE MEN. 

7. "HE CONFIRMED THAT THE CHARGES COULD BE BASED ON ARTICLE 
285 A, THE SO-CALLED HIJACKING ARTICLE, INCORPORATED IN THE 
DUTCH PENAL CODE ONLY A FEW YEARS AGO. 

8. "UNDER THIS ARTICLE TWO PERSONS HIJACKING A PLANE ARE 
LIABLE TO A MAXIMUM OF 15 YEARS IMPRISONMENT EACH. IN ADDITION 
THE TWO ARABS COULD ALSO BE CHARGED WITH ARSON AND THE ILLEGAL 
POSSESSION OF FIREARMS." 
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